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complete study would require a large volume for itself. All
that, meantime, can be attempted is a short general state-
ment

The natural resources of Japan are very varied, even
more so than those of Britain, and she has within herself
almost all the raw materials required in the chief manu-
facturing industries. Moreover, as has been pointed out, her
geographical position gives her the command of the raw
materials, not only of the countries of the Pacific area, but
also of those beyond it, as well as markets for her manu-
factured products, while her supply of cheap but, on the
whole, efficient labour of a highly intelligent and adaptable
nature enables her to turn out goods at low prices, and she
is thus able, not only to supply the requirements of her own
people, but also to compete successfully in the open markets
of the East There is, no doubt, a tendency for the wages of
skilled workers, and even of unskilled labourers, to increase,
and the standard of living to rise, but the people of the
West have a great deal to learn from those of the East in
the way of the simplification of life and in sobriety. A com-
parison of the conditions of labour in Japan and in Great
Britain must, however, be reserved for another occasion,

The geographical position of Japan is even more im-
portant from a military and naval point of view than it is
from a commercial and industrial one, and no doubt the
statesmen of the world will not be slow to recognise this
fact, now that Japan has shown her ability to win battles
both by land and by sea. The geographical position, therefore,
formed a very important factor in securing for Japan the
recognition among the nations of the world which was her
due. This importance was distinctly shown in the war with
Russia, The long line of the Japanese Empire, from Sag-
halm to Formosa, affords safe and convenient stations for
both military and naval purposes; and in any conflict the
army and navy would be near their sources of supply, and
not thousands of miles away, as would be the case with
the European and American Powers. The coasts of China